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GIVIL APPELLATE
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Helping you with your appeal.
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What kind of help can the workshop provide?

v X

 Explain unfamiliar words
» Explain appellate rules &
procedures Give you legal advice
Point you to good sources for Assist with limited civil
more information appeals or federal appeals
Provide helpful hints on how to

fill out forms and comply with the

rules

Act as your lawyer
Handle your appeal

Am | the right person to file this appeal?

Only a personCSor entity) who was a party in the trial court case can appeal
a decision made in that case. You may not appeal on behalf of a friend, a
spouse, a child, or another relative unress you are the legally appointed
representative for that person (such as a guardian or conservator).

Can this decision be appealed?

You can appeal the superior court's final judgment in a case. The final judgment is the decision at the end that
decides the whole case. The final judgment usually says what one or more parties must do (like pay money to
the other party). This judgment may be entered following a decision by the judge or by a jury. All final judgments
are appecdabYe.

You can also appeal most orders that the trial court makes after the final judgment, like, for example,
a child custody order made after the divorce is final. In most cases, however, decisions made by the
trial court before the final judgment cannot be appealed right away; they can only be reviewed as
part of an appeal from the final judgment. There are some exceptions to this rule. In family law and
probate cases, for example, many of the orders made in a case can be appealed right away, even if
they are made before the final judgment.

For other types of orders that can be appealed, read Code of Civil Procedure sections 904.1 and
904.2.

Please be aware that there is usually only one opportunity to appeal any order. Thus, if the order may
be appealed right away, you must do so, or you will lose your opportunity for appellate review. If the
order may not be appealed right away, you must appeal from the later ?;ncﬂ judgment, or you will
lose your opportunity for appellate review.

Do | still have time to appeal?

In an unlimited civil case, you must file a notice of appeal no later than the earlier of:

« 60 days after you have been served with “notice of entry of judgment” or with a copy of the
judgment stamped "Filed"; or

180 days after entry of the judgment.

The time to file a notice of appeal may be extended by a timely motion for a new trial, to vacate
or set aside the judgment, for judgment notwithstanding the verdict, or for reconsideration of an
appealable order. I? one of these motions has been filed, carefully review rule 8.108 of the
California Rules of Court.

MAKE SURE TO MEET THESE DEADLINES. YOU CANNOT ASK FOR MORE TIME TO FILE YOUR
NOTICE OF APPEAL. IF YOUR NOTICE OF APPEAL IS LATE, YOUR APPEAL WILL BE DISMISSED.





