
Advantages of being a BASF Sponsor Firm

A Bar Association of San Francisco Sponsor Firm is a firm with 10 or more attorneys in its  
San Francisco office that pays BASF membership dues for all attorneys on staff in that office.

Sponsor Firm attorneys gain full access to all BASF member benefits and  
the knowledge that their membership fees help support significant  
community involvement through BASF’s philanthropic programs.   
Sponsor Firms also enjoy numerous unique and exclusive benefits:

FIRM-WIDE BENEFITS

Increase The Visibility of Your Firm 	
 

      BASF’s communications and public relations team will work hand-in-hand with your  firm’s 
marketing  department to maximize the visibility of your firm and its attorneys.  

The BASF communications team actively seeks opportunities to engage Sponsor Firm attorneys as spokespersons to 
the media and is striving to become the “one-stop shop” for the Bay Area’s media.  

Of course, our Sponsor Firms can market their involvement in and support of BASF, including its diversity and 
pro bono programs, in their own marketing materials. BASF also has many communication tools and publications 
for promoting our Sponsor Firms, including: 

	 u iCounsel: this electronic newsletter features articles from our Sponsor Firms and gets our Sponsor
	   Firms in front of more than 1,600 Bay Area in-house attorneys six times per year;

	 u San Francisco Attorney magazine: our quarterly magazine reaches 10,000 people in the Bay Area,
         highlights Sponsor Firms in every issue, lists all Sponsor Firms every fall, and accepts articles written 
         only by our members; 

	 u The BASF Bulletin: our monthly newspaper features current activities of our Sponsor Firms 
         and members;

	 u The Recorder: the bi-monthly BASF newsletter in The Recorder newspaper features our news and 
         events and highlights volunteer, diversity program, and pro bono participation; and 

	 u The BASF Web site: our state-of-the art Web site acknowledges and thanks Sponsor Firms.

Take Pride in Knowing You Are Partnered With One of the Most Progressive and 
Philanthropic Organizations in the United States

With the support of our members, BASF has long championed diversity in the legal workplace, and we are committed  
to helping achieve that diversity in the Bay Area. We are doing so through a number of cutting-edge initiatives and  
diversity programs:

	 u Goals and Timetables for Minority Hiring and Advancement;

	 u No Glass Ceiling initiative to advance women in the profession; 

                                               Diversity and Pipeline Programs



	 u School-To-College, a program in Balboa High School that has enjoyed tremendous success in helping 
	   at-risk youth get into college;

	 u Law Academy, a program in Balboa and Mission High Schools that teaches diverse students legal concepts
	   and places them in law office summer internships;

	 u The Bay Area Minority Law Student Scholarship Program provides scholarships to minority students 
	   entering Bay Area law schools; and

	 u Destination Law School, a program that reaches out to college students throughout Northern California 
         to encourage them to consider law school and a legal career and provides them with necessary tools  
         and information.

In addition, as an exclusive benefit for our Sponsor Firms, our Director of Diversity will partner with you to  
evaluate your diversity recruiting practices, internal diversity committees and initiatives, and your inclusion and  
retention. Sponsor Firms also have the opportunity to sponsor specific BASF events and programs – such as our  
various diversity programs – and receive significant recognition for doing so.

BASF’s Volunteer Legal Services Program (VLSP) is the largest pro bono legal services provider in San Francisco.  
VLSP stands ready to assist Sponsor Firms in creating and managing pro bono programs or evaluating existing  
programs to help focus them for maximum impact in the community. 

Contribute Articles to our iCounsel Electronic Newsletter

Be a part of BASF’s newest Sponsor Firm benefit and get your firm in front of more than  
1,600 Bay Area in-house counsel. Only Sponsor Firms may submit material for this newsletter.

iCounsel is The Bar Association of San Francisco’s newest benefit for Sponsor Firms. We publish this electronic 
newsletter six times per year and email it to in-house attorneys throughout the Bay Area. iCounsel is a perfect 
way to showcase legal articles, white papers, and research material prepared by your firm. 

MANAGING PARTNER BENEFITS

Join Managing Partner Networking Events

BASF values your support as a Sponsor Firm and offers exclusive networking opportunities  
as a tangible way to acknowledge your support. 

As a Sponsor Firm managing partner, you are invited to two exclusive networking dinners each year. These events 
have drawn chairs and managing partners from the vast majority of leading firms in San Francisco. Scheduled for 
the spring and fall, the dinners have no agenda and no speakers and provide an exclusive social and networking 
forum for the leaders of our Sponsor Firms.   

Share Knowledge with Other Sponsor Firm Managing Partners via our Listserv

BASF values your support as a Sponsor Firm and offers exclusive networking opportunities  
as a tangible way to acknowledge your support. 

Through our Listserv, Sponsor Firm managing partners can post questions and comments and stay informed and 
remain connected with their peers. 

Volunteer Legal Services Program



ASSOCIATE BENEFITS

Take Advantage of Benefits for Your Firm’s Attorneys

BASF members have the opportunity to network with others in the legal profession,  
develop their leadership skills, serve the community, improve their skills with  

discounted CLE seminars, and enjoy many member-only benefits. 

	 u Networking events with attorneys, judges and others from the legal community; 

	 u Opportunities to participate in specialized sections and committees; 

	 u Leadership opportunities on our various boards of directors, committees, sections, and task forces;

	 u Opportunities to build legal skills through our Pro Bono community programs; 

	 u Discounts for more than 200 MCLE programs annually as well as special events, including the BASF
         Foundation’s annual gala;   

	 u Receive San Francisco Attorney magazine, the BASF Bulletin, and the BASF Directory, which includes
         the Register of Experts and Consultants; and 

	 u Receive discounted rates and exclusive member access to various vendors and service providers ranging
         from insurance and financial services to leisure and travel.

Take Advantage of Leadership Opportunities Through our Barristers Club

BASF is unique among voluntary local bar associations in offering an entire division of our  
organization, not just a single section, to help new attorneys get involved and develop their practice.

	 u Members in their first ten years of practice; 

	 u Networking opportunities, including -- the annual Judges Reception, annual Open House, the Crystal
         Ball, and an “Evening with In-House Counsel”; 

	 u Special programs and MCLE courses for Barrister Club members; and 

	 u Practice development and leadership opportunities through Barrister Club sections and committees.
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