MEMORANDUM TO CRIMINAL AND DELINQUECY
PANEL ATTORNEYS
From: Bar Association of San Francisco, Indigent Defense Administration
RE: DNA CONTAMINATION
October 21, 2009
The Office of the District Attorney, pursuant to Court order, publicizes instances of DNA
contamination and therefore forwarded the attached three (3) page Supplement Report of
Laboratory Examination, Cold Hit Confirmation, Laboratory Number 08-005 as well as a
copy of an order dated March 29, 2005 signed by Judge Morgan.
We have contacted Bicka Barlow of the Public Defender’s office who has graciously
provided a sample discovery compliance letter for your use and invites your questions or
concerns regarding the impact, if any, of this DNA contamination on pending and future
cases.

I am requesting the following information be supplied as soon as possible to facilitate
my investigation regarding the Lab Report discovered to me dated 8/3/09, lab no. 080005:
1.

An unredacted copy of the laboratory notes and report;

2.

The name of the analyst whose DNA was found in the water control
sample and that analysts DNA profile;

3.

A legible copy of the complete case file including all records of DNA
testing. For materials that are represented in any format other than black
and white paper copies please provide copies which are equivalent in
content and quality to the originals (that is, photographic quality copies of
photographs and Polaroids, electronic copies of computerized data files,
copies of GeneScan printouts, including tabular data and copies of
Genotyper printouts).

4.

Data files:
Please provide copies of all data files used and created in the course of
performing the testing and analyzing the data in this case. These files
should include all data necessary to, (I) independently reanalyze the raw
data and (ii) reconstruct the analysis performed in this case. In the event
that any of these items cannot be provided due to loss, destruction or
inability to locate the file(s) in question, please provide an explanation for
the non-production of the item in question (see request #11 below). These
materials should include, but not be limited to:
(4.1) All ABI Prism 310 Collection files, including samples sheets,
injection lists and log files.
(4.2) All GeneScan files, including sample files.
(4.3) All Genotyper files, including stutter filter percentage assignments
for each locus tested.

5.

Any corrective actions taken regarding this incident, including notations to
the case file, corrective action log and/or the contamination log;

6.

Any documents from the analysts personnel file relating to this incident;

7.

A list of cases that the analyst was involved with at any stage in the 6
months preceding and the 6 months following this incident of
contamination;

8.

Electronic data of all control samples from 6 months preceding and the 6
months following this incident of contamination.

This request is made pursuant to the order of the Court that documentation should
include "any and all documentation, including but not limited to corrective action logs,
incident files, contamination logs, and quality control logs, in the possession of the San
Francisco Police Department Crime lab relating to contamination events, errors, and/or
corrective actions." See, Court Order, dated March 28, 2005, Aguilar et al. SCN
192770/MCN 2147894

Sincerely,

